of York was restored to him. He was, moreover,
not to be thrown into prison but could retire to
Esher, where he possessed a large establishment
which had fallen to him from Foxe. Wolsey was
fully apprehending the Tower, and he heard with
great relief where the King would allow him to
reside ; and this relief became an ecstasy of joy
when his barge put in at Putney. For, although a
jeering crowd had seen him off at Westminster,
he was there met by servants of the King. An
envoy gave him a ring from his royal master,
begging him not to despair, for the King desired
him to understand that even now he could restore
him to plenitude and power. Wolsey wras deeply
moved at this sudden gesture of friendship, wrhich
came to him out of the congealed hostility around
him, and the illustrious Cardinal fell upon his
knees in the mud as a token of his gratitude- Sir
John Russell presented him with another ring
on the night of November i, when the court's
decision was made known, and assured Wolsey
of the King's good wishes.

There cannot be much doubt but that Henry's
animosity had been fanned by Anne Boleyn, and
that she was keeping the fire stoked ; yet there
must have been moments when, finding himself
alone, the King had misgivings. For the powerful
spell which had been cast over him could not have
vanished entirely with Wolsey's withdrawal; and
the King's feelings burst out in occasional rebel-
lion at his new policy, at least in private. His